Hypertension and the kidney--an overview.
The kidney plays a major role in the genesis of any type of hypertension, as demonstrated by experiments which show that hypertension can be "transplanted" when the kidney itself is transplanted. Hypertension is common in patients with renal disease, and may occur even at normal glomerular filtration rates. The mechanisms that promote hypertension and are involved in renal disease comprise both activation of pressor mechanisms and failure of depressor mechanisms, the latter having been considerably less well studied. The major pressor mechanisms are an abnormal pressure-natriuresis relationship and inappropriate activity of the renin-angiotensin system.